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Springfield residents fighting to save their neighorhood’s historic buildings 
from demolition and decay, seem to have lost the latest battle: an attempt to 
save the 29, 2nd Street East, home of former Mayor Frank C. Whitehead. The 
turn-of-the-century, prairie-style home probably will be demolished tomorrow, 
wrecker Gene Burkhalter said yesterday. Members of Springfield Preservation 
and Restoration (SPAR) learned last week that the house was to be razed to 
make room for an automotive parts warehouse.

The Jacksonville Historic Landmarks Commission told SPAR members that 
they had no legal right to protect the house and that the property was zoned 
for commercial use. Burkhalter gave the group four days to find someone will-
ing to pay $7,500 -- income he hoped to earn by selling parts of the house for 
salvage --  and move the house within 30 days.

SPAR members Cindy Miles and Marcy McCann said they have shown the 
house to several potential movers over the weekend, but no one has agreed 
to take it off Burkhalter’s hands. “There was one group of people who were 
interested, but they could not get that kind of money together fast enough.” 
 
Though SPAR members are not blaming Burkhalter or William Catlin, the au-
tomotive dealer who now owns the property, the members are considering 
measures to prevent such demolitions in the future. One, Ms. Miles said, would 
be to ask the city’s Building and Zoning Division -- which issues demolition per-
mits -- to notify the Jacksonville Landmarks Commmission when they receive 
a request to raze a historic building.

But Burkhalter, a former member of the landmarks commission, said the pro-
cess should begin much earlier. “These people had months and months to 
worry about this house, all the time it was boarded up” Burkhalter said. “The 
time to look for an owner and a mover was months ago, not this late in the 
process.  Ms Miles said cushioning historic buildings in advance from possible 
demolition would be difficult, because most are privately owned and change 
hands frequently.  “Because you’re dealing with private property and private 
property rights, you really can’t do anything” she said.

Prospects look dim for the Second Street house, Ms. Miles said, even with the 
24 hour grace period.  “but we can always hope,” she said.   

AN EXAMPLE OF ONGOING EFFORTS TO SAVE SPRINGFIELD’S HOUSES

The three photographs above tell the final story.  Someone did step up:  Mr. Billy Motes. The topmost photo shows the house 
in its heyday, beautifully standing at 2nd East and Main, facing downtown.  The middle one, taken by Jim Gentile,  shows 
the house on the move, as it turned off of 2nd onto Hubbard - the Fletcher House is on the left. The bottom photo shows the 
house as it is today.  We do not know why but Mr. Motes had the house put backwards on the lot.  The front of the house 
now faces inward or north and the back wall is on 3rd street. Its new address is 1311 Hubbard.  

A NEW HOME FOR SHEC ARCHIVES
Springfield Heritage Education Center (SHEC) was founded in 1997 as part of SPAR.  
Its mission has always been the preservation of Springfield history.  SHEC was in-
corporated as a nonprofit corporation in 2007 by Rita Reagan, Chris Farley, and 
Adam Halstead. Our current president, archeologist Jeff Gardner, introduced us to a 
new way to use the 1985 Historic Resources Survey: as the backbone of our virtual 
Springfield Archives, which will be available to the public via our interactive website, 
currently under construction.  www.springfieldheritagecenter.org. 
  
Our expanding physical files prompted us to rent space at SPAR, where materials 
can safely be stored.  Our volunteers will have additional working area for collect-
ing, organizing, and scanning files to be uploaded to the new website. We welcome 
contributions of all kinds.  We hope this and future SHEC SAMPLERS will stimulate 
history buffs to join us in preserving Springfield’s heritage.

Coming Soon! 
  Springfield’s newest source for Springfield history

Springfield Heritage Education Center (SHEC) is about to launch its new history website. The basis for SHEC’s website 
rebirth is the Historic Properties Survey of Springfield, Jacksonville, Florida. Completed by Historic Property Associates (St. 
Augustine, Florida) in September 1985, the survey project and final report were funded by the Florida Bureau of Historic 
Preservation and the Jacksonville Department of Housing and Urban Development. Numerous neighborhood volunteers 
participated in photographing and researching the buildings.

This 25-year-old survey was the first systematic documentation of the historic buildings in the Springfield neighborhood and 
remains the most detailed record of these buildings.  This was the preliminary step in gaining the national historic district 
designation on January 22, 1987 and the local designation on January 28, 1992. The survey documents: 1,796 buildings, 
built in or before 1930, including 1,686 residential, 48 commercial, and 62 vacant or mixed use buildings; descriptions of 14 
named building styles; information about residential, institutional, and religious buildings;  the origins of SPAR (established 
in 1975); and the history of the Springfield preservation movement.  It also provides a well-researched history of the neigh-
borhood and Jacksonville (with bibliography) and details the neighborhood’s physical and architectural attributes.

However, many of Springfield’s special features such as monuments, statues, markers, etc., were not recorded originally.   
These were officially added to the National Register form in 1991.  In 2001, UNF students assisted teams of residents in 
conducting an informal Photographic Building Survey Update. These items will be added to the website, along with Com-
munity Publications, Landmarks, and information on noteworthy people.
 
We need and want your participation. We are actively soliciting all information that you might have regarding Springfield’s 
history, people, places, and things. We would like to help you preserve it by adding it to our website. You’ll be credited for 
your contribution, naturally, but you’ll also have the satisfaction of knowing that this information won’t be lost or forgotten.  
This is a work in progress.  Stay tuned!

STETSON KENNEDY
It was with great sadness that we read of the passing of Stetson Kennedy.  He was close to our hearts as a son of 
Springfield.  In 2009 SHEC spoke to Mr. Kennedy, since we knew that he was born in Springfield, but we had been un-
able to locate the house.  He told us “I was birthed on Walnut Street”.  The house in which he was born, 1619 Walnut 
Street no longer stands, lost before the 1985 Survey.  The house of his maternal grandparents - the Stetsons - does 
still stand and is located at 412 5th East, and is being restored. 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
To find a house!

The two houses at the left are shown in photographs taken for the 1985 sur-
vey.  Top left is #251-253-255 6th Street East, built ca. 1917. Bottom left is 
#1604-1606 Liberty Street, built ca. 1905. Both are included individually in the 
house count. One of the many problems encountered when trying to marry 
the survey with current (2011) Springfield conditions was address changes; 
properties that “turned corners” like the so-called Fletcher house at 2nd and 
Hubbard Streets, is one example of a house that changed its street orientation 
over time.
Our houses have gone through many evolutions in the last 25 years. Many 
began as single family homes, then became multiple, and since have been re-
turned to single. In addition, restoration has changed numerous facades. Dur-
ing our initial research, SHEC worked hard at attaching property Real Estate 
numbers to individual houses and spent many hours searching maps. This 
was done because we wish for future researchers to be able to accurately 
locate their old family homes. 
Now back to these “houses.” The photographs herein are of the same house, 
from different angles, counted twice!  It was built as a single family home, on 
Liberty Street. Later it became a duplex (two family) and still later it was split 
up by adding doorways and partitions and making five apartments therein. At 
around that time, the address of the back portion of the house was changed to 
6th Street. When Truman Capote visited his grandmother there, ca.1930, he 
stayed in the front part of the building, with a Liberty Street address. 

To bring back another neighborhood school
A very dedicated group of Springfield parents, including Eric Berzsenyi,
Mark Fresonke, Dane Baird and Clay Austin, have been working very 
diligently to bring a charter school to Springfield.  A school to which our 
children may walk. There have been several buildings considered and 
sought, one of which is the Maggie Rutherford at 1514 Hubbard.  If this 
were to come to fruition it brings back another portion of the colorful quilt 
called Springfield. A school on that spot dates back well into the 19th 
century.  The inset to the right is a section of the Koch map of 1893. We 
think it may show a school in place at 5th and Hubbard. Remember the 
buildings on the map are oversized and out of perspective. The 1985 
survey record states “In 1905, a two story, six room frame schoolhouse 
was built on this site.  The two large brick buildings which now stand 
connected were built in 1912 and final additions were made in 1917”.
We feel, a school dates back  further.  In perusing the Jack-
sonville directories we were able to find the names of princi-
pals for Springfield School dating back to 1888, as follows;

1888  Miss E. Murphy P.  Asst. Miss V. Thompson
1890  Miss N. E Irwin P.  Asst.  Miss Hortence Brown 
1891  Miss N.E. Irwin P.  Asst.  Annie E. Stoughton 
1892  Mrs. Alfred Belknap P.  Assts. Mrs H.O. Hamm                                                                                                                                             
                                                         Miss Charlie Bernard
1894  Mrs. Nola B. Dale P.  Assts.   Miss F. A Campbell
                                                         Miss Charlie Bernard
1896  Mrs. Nola B. Dale P.  Assts.   Miss F. A. Campbell
                                                         Miss Charlie Bernard
                                                         Miss Sophia Bauskett
In 1898 The Florida Times Union reported The County Board 
of Education appointed Mrs. R. B. Rutherford, principal of 
Springfield School.  Mrs. Dale resigned.  Mrs Bowder-Watson 
is to go to LaVilla School to fill the place of Mrs. Rutherford.
Mrs. Rutherford held the position for 34 years.  

The Florida Times Union November 4th 1905 reported 
the following;
The Banner School of the county and perhaps the entire 
state, with an enrollment of 642 pupils is the Springfield 
School with 87 more pupils than the Central Grammar 
School.  There are only 14 teachers assisting Mrs. R. B 
Rutherford, which is hardly enough for this size school.  
The 1st grade teacher has 127 pupils.

The R/UDAT report did not call the sections of Spring-
field quadrants (which they are not), they used the term 
“villages.”  We ARE that gentler term; we are “a group 
of villages.”  It is said it takes a village to raise a child, 
and bringing back this school to what it was is a large 
step towards this idea.  That local children may walk to 
their school, and be able to engage in after school activi-
ties, thus have a better relationship built up by staff and 
parents - this is what we need. (Aforesaid is an editor’s 
opinion only.)

Welcome Wells Fargo:
The story of a house and a bank

1603 (previously 1803) Main Street ca 1903
This house was built ca 1903, as the home of Charles and 
Mary Hargraves. He was President of Charles Hargraves & 
Co. Wholesale Grocers. In 1906 the family moved to 1625 
Laura and this house was occupied by none other than Au-
gustus G Hartridge and his wife Birdie (Dillon) Hartridge. Over 
the years it was occupied by many families, but in 1934 a 
Mrs. Gladys C. Smith, offered furnished rooms therein. Evi-
dently this was successful since in 1938 the building became 
the Colonial Manor Hotel, offering “A modern guest home, 
every bed a beautyrest, shower and tub baths. Continuous 
hot water, free locked garage.  On Route 17, 10 blocks north 
of US 1.  1803 Main, corner of 6th”. This was short lived as 
the house appears to have fallen victim to ca 1932 zoning 
changes. 
Ca 1941 the corner became a used car lot for Chapman Mo-
tor Co. Inc.  distributors of Studebaker cars and trucks.

Florida Times Union June 3 1925
Atlantic National Bank is organizing second branch unit.
New Institution will have paid up capitol of $50,000. Springfield Building 
will be similar to that of Fairfield.
Plans for the establishing of the second unit of the bank’s system of indi-
rect branches in Jacksonville, is to be located on Main Street near Eighth 
and known as the Springfield Atlantic Bank, were announced yesterday 
by Edward W. Lane president of the Atlantic National Bank.  The first 
branch opened by this bank was the Fairfield Atlantic Bank which began 
business January of his year.
The Springfield Atlantic Bank, which will operate under a state charter, 
but will be controlled by stockholders under the direction of the officers 
of the Atlantic National Bank will be opened for business early in the fall.  
Construction of the new building to be similar in architecture to the Fair-
field branch will be begun within thirty days.  Mr. Lane announced Marsh 
and Saxelbye are drawing the plans for the structure.
 
The bank opened its doors on December 1st 1925, its address was 1927 
Main Street.  With the change of the north/south numbers ca 1941 it be-
came 1727.  The photo at the right is from The Jewish Center archives.

There are photographs of all three such banks, Fairfield, Springfield and Riverside, to be found in the Spottswood collection. 
They were designed by Marsh and Saxelbye and the newspaper descriptions of the interiors are really charming.  Wayne 
Woods who owns a Saxelbye catalogue, told us that items like the cartouche over the door, and the bronze stars, which 
probably covered ventilation outlets, could be purchased by contruction companies from such a catalogue. Note; in this 
early photo above, the north side of the building is free standing with side access.  Later the building that was to become 
Woolworths cosied up to the side and the windows were removed.

Now how does this all tie in with the house above and today’s Wells Fargo Bank?

Back to the used car lot as described in paragraph 1 of our story. Evidently business may not have been too great and by 
1945 the lot at 6th and Main stood empty.  Our bank in the meantime prospered and in 1949, the Springfield Atlantic Bank 
abandoned its 1727 Main Street location and opened its doors at 1603 Main Street, with Wm. Coleman as President. 

What is so wonderful about this story, is the fact that there has now been a bank operating on this spot at 6th and 
Main for 62 years, and we hope for many more!
Welcome Wells Fargo, thank you for choosing Springfield and being a part of this community.
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